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Introduction

Faces are an essential element in a person's daily interactions socially as it helps persons identify their friends, family, and spouses among other people. Face perception is very complex since the facial expression recognition involves widespread and varied areas of the brain (Rahman & Anchassi, 2012). The significance of the brain playing a part in facial recognition is evident since damaged brain parts can cause particular deficiencies in recognizing faces. According to Rahman & Anchassi (2012), faces are stored in the memory as a whole image, and it becomes difficult identifying a face if it is turned upside down or if only a partial picture is available. Research has proved that there are gender differences, explicitly favoring women, in matters facial recognition. That has also been demonstrated in our facial recognition lab report where the number of correct responses was higher in women than in men. The study involved 40 students, who included, 20 male and 20 female involved in recognizing faces.

Methods

This facial recognition study was carried out in a lab environment where the students were tested each at a time. Each of the students was placed in a way such that they were not able to see another student's work. They were set in different computer stations so that each one of them can come up with an independent opinion about specific faces. The students were then to be shown different faces in their computer screens, that is, 20 of them so that they could study them for 10 minutes. After the 10 minutes of study, they would then be shown faces again and asked to click agree if they recognize a face is similar to the one that was shown in the first 10 minute. Results will then be computed and produced to see how each of the male and female students correctly responded to the recognition exercise. Results will then be tabulated with regards to male and female students. 

Results

After the completion of the exercise, the results showed a significant difference between the male and female facial recognition ability. The mean number of correct responses for male students was 5.85, while that of females was 8.15, proving that female students were averagely superior in matters correctly recognizing the faces. The standard deviation of the correct responses for male students was 1.65, while that of women was 0.91. That showed that the number of male students differing from the mean value was higher than that of women. The standard error of the mean of the correct responses for male students was 0.37 while that of female was 0.2. The t value for the unpaired two samples of both male and female was 5.46 while the degree of freedom was 38. According to the results, the p value associated with the t value was less than .05.

Discussion

Based on the above results of the facial recognition lab, the females performed better than the males. A p value of less than .05 also proves that there is a statistically significant difference between the males and the females in respect to the ability of the two genders in recognizing faces. Based on the calculations, I would not reject that there is no difference between males and females on the task of facial recognition. In fact, the difference is significantly evident from the results.
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